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WEDDING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Marriage Preparation Process

Marriage preparation is required for all couples married by pastors at CCCC. The book
“Preparing for Marriage” by Dennis Rainey is the key resource for this process. Couples
also complete an online study called FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple Communication,
Understanding and Study). Couples meet weekly for approximately six weeks with assigned
mentors to review and discuss materials. A $35.00 couple fee covers the costs of all
materials.

Below are steps for completing CCCC’s Marriage Preparation Process:

1 Review policy, complete/return Wedding Information Form with $35.00 check
payable to CCCC to CCCC, Pam Durand, 999 Egret Bay Blvd N., League City, TX
77573.

2 Pam will contact you to schedule your first meeting with the pastor and provide
instructions for completing the online FOCCUS session.

3 Notify Pam (pdurand@clearcreek.org) after completing FOCCUS. Pam will assign
mentors and they will contact you to schedule your first session.

4 Notify Pam after last mentor session. Pam will schedule a second meeting with
officiating pastor. At this meeting you will discuss your ceremony details. This
meeting completes the marriage preparation process.

It is our hope that as you work through the materials and meet with your mentors you will
develop a friendship and a resource to begin your marriage relationship as well prepared as
you can be.

Note: CCCC pastors will not agree to perform a ceremony before receiving and
reviewing the Wedding Information Form and meeting with couple.

Agreements
The following agreements are required for couples married by pastors at CCCC:

Complete FOCCUS.

Complete CCCC’s marriage preparation process prior to wedding.
Live apart until marriage.

Plan and prepare a wedding ceremony that honors God.

Officiating Fee and Payment Information

A suggested honorarium is a minimum of $200. Please make check payable to officiating
pastor and mail to Pam Durand prior to wedding.

The pastor’s services include:

e Two Meetings with Pastor
e Participation at Rehearsal
o Officiating Ceremony
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WEDDING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Ceremony

The wedding ceremony is a worship service that recognizes God’s leadership in the
marriage of the couple. Everything included in the ceremony should befit a worship service.
Vows

Officiating pastor will review wedding vows and ceremony. Any special ceremony requests
should be submitted in writing to officiating pastor before second meeting.

Music

Music in wedding ceremony should befit worship service. Numerous music selections,
appropriate for weddings, are available through local Christian books and music stores.
Photography

Photos and videos should be done with the least amount of distractions possible.

Location

Our pastors officiate wedding ceremonies for members of the church. The location of
the wedding is the responsibility of the couple. Viable options are churches, hotels,
gardens, wedding chapels, and homes. Officiating pastors reserve the right to deem a
location inappropriate.

Arrival of Pastor

The officiating pastor will arrive 20 to 30 minutes prior to the wedding.

Marriage License

A marriage license is required and can be attained at the county courthouse. Give the
marriage license to the officiating pastor just before the wedding ceremony. The State of

Texas requires the pastor to have the marriage license at the ceremony.

Note

Please note before submitting request. Pastors of CCCC will not officiate weddings
for couples who are living together (see Appendix A).



WEDDING INFORMATION FORM

Note: This form will be submitted to officiating pastor and marriage mentors. Return form
and $35.00 check (payable to CCCC) to CCCC, Pam Durand, 999 Egret Bay Blvd. N.,

League City, TX 77573.

REHEARSAL WEDDING
Date Time Date Time
Location Location
Pastor
GROOM BRIDE

Name Name
D.O.B. Age D.O.B. Age
Address Address
Email Email
Occupation Occupation
Phone (h) Phone (h)

(w) (w)

(©) (©)

YesUd No U

Children? Yes O NoQd Age(s) Children?  Age(s)
Parent(s) Parent(s)
Name(s) Name(s)

Church Membership? Yes 4 No U

How Many
Previously Married? Yes O No U Marriages?
Years
Married How did Marriage(s) End?

1 -

3 -

If divorced, explain reason for divorce.

Church Membership? Yesd No U
How Many

Previously Married? Yes 1 No U Marriages?

Years Married How did Marriage(s) End?

1 -

3 -

If divorced, explain reason for divorce.

2

3

Yesd Nod
Yesd NoQd
Yesd Nod

We agree to complete CCCC’s Marriage Preparation Process prior to our wedding.
We agree to live apart until marriage.
We agree to plan and prepare a wedding ceremony that honors God.
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WEDDING INFORMATION FORM

RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND

Please describe your religious background and your relationship to Jesus
Christ. (You may also use the back side of this form.)

Groom’s Religious Background

Bride's Religious Background




APPENDIX A -LIVING TOGETHER

A Biblical Perspective on Living Together

The Bible teaches that marriage is a sacred covenant between two people for a lifetime. To live
together, share the benefits and responsibilities of this covenant, before you commit to one
another, violates the Biblical understanding of marriage.

Build a marriage God’s way! We understand this to mean:

As children of God

Follow God’s leadership

To come from two different places

To share life together as husband and wife
In complete intimacy

If you are living together before marriage you cannot:

Be following God’s leadership

Come from two different places

You are already together without being husband and wife
Intimacy is incomplete - it lacks commitment

People live together to “test drive” the marriage relationship. But living together is not the test
people think. People, unlike automobiles, act differently when commitment is involved.
Commitment changes the relationship. But the nature of humans is that we want intimacy without
commitment.

The number one reason given for cohabitation before marriage is economics. Almost without
exception, people explain their reasons for cohabitation as economic. While one mortgage is less
expensive than two mortgages, the cost of living together outside of marriage is too high
according to the Bible.

At Clear Creek Community Church, our pastors will not perform wedding ceremonies for people
who are “living together” for the following reasons:

1. A wedding ceremony is a worship service that recognizes God’s presence and calls for the
blessing of God on the marriage of the couple. A ceremony would be hypocritical for two
people who have willfully refused to obey God’s direction before the ceremony. One might
argue that the wedding is bringing a couple in alignment with God’s will.

2. Strong marriages are built on a foundation of faith in God.

Living together before marriage:

ignores God’s will

compromises one’s character

damages the relationship

hurts the children involved

makes a mockery of the wedding ceremony

Living together is wrong. Itis a sin.
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Suggestions for Those Living Together

Ask for and receive God’s forgiveness for ignoring His leadership in your life.
Commit to follow God'’s leadership in your life and marriage.

Forgive and seek the forgiveness of your fiancé.

Move apart before you are married.

Commit to abstain from sexual intimacy before you are married.

Build your relationship right from the beginning. Do not live together before you are married.
Wait until you are married to enjoy sexual union.

Move apart before you come together in marriage. You cannot unscramble the egg, but you can
make choices to build on a different foundation. Make sure you build on trust, respect, and
faithfulness to God. Cohabitation is intended for marriage alone.

Generally, sex before marriage damages the relationship, while sex in marriage strengthens the
relationship. God’s desire is for all single people to abstain from sex until they are married.

1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual
immorality; The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you.
For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.

God’s word to singles regarding sex is WAIT! Five times directly, and twenty-three times
indirectly, the Bible tells singles to wait until marriage - if you do not wait you will destroy God'’s
clearly stated plan.

And what do you think the single person’s typical response is to God’s plan? Thank you for your
incredible compassion on me to show me a restriction for my good? No! Resentment and outrage!
That is not fair. God gives me desires and then restricts me from expressing my desires. That is like
telling Michael Jordan he can play basketball, but he can’t shoot.

God’s guidelines for us are best. He wants to protect us, to keep us healthy in every way and to
give us his good gift of sex in its proper context.

Consequences of “Living Together” Before Marriage

Galatians 6:7-8 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one
who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to
please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

If you ignore God’s prohibitions, here are some of the mines you will find exploding in your life.
These are the consequences of LIVING TOGETHER as though you are married before you are
actually married.

Emotional Consequences

Sex is not just physical or anatomical; there is more to it. Jesus’ words show that sex is more
than body parts.

Matthew 19:6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man
not separate."
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When people come together sexually, they become bonded in a mystical way. It's like two
tributaries coming together to make a river and then someone attempting to remove all of the
water that was in one tributary from the water that came from the other tributary.

So sexual activity outside of marriage leaves emotional holes in people who may have thought
sex was just about body parts. Sexuality separated from emotional vulnerability is an old lie.

1 Corinthians 6:13-17 "Food for the stomach and the stomach for food"-- but God will destroy them
both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. By his
power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. Do you not know that your bodies
are members of Christ himself? Shall | then take the members of Christ and unite them with a
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in
body? For it is said, "The two will become one flesh.” But he who unites himself with the Lord is one
with him in spirit.

The Corinthian’s arguments are still around today. Their argument says, “We have desires. God
gave us the sexual desire for sex just like He gave us the desire for food that sustains us, so it
must be OK.” To the Corinthians, the body did not matter anyway. It was the soul that mattered.
The Apostle Paul argued in the Bible that when one joins himself or herself to someone sexually,
they are “glued.” And if you belong to Jesus Christ, you are not to become one with another
person except the one you marry.

Sex is glue. | think that is what the Bible is teaching in Genesis 2:24-25.

Genesis 2:24-25 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
they will become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

God intended sex to be like glue. Two people become one sexually and it ties their lives together
emotionally. That is one of the reasons sex is not intended for people outside of marriage.
Because if you ever glue together and then separate, the emotional pain is too great.

God wants to spare you the damage to your emotions. He wants you to be scar free. He wants
you to have healthy self-esteem. He wants you to be emotionally whole so that when the right
person comes along, you have a wholeness that you can give to him or her in marriage.

| wonder if people would engage in premarital sex if they knew that once they united themselves
to someone, they would leave part of themselves there - they would maintain a mystical union.

Spiritual Consequences
Sexual sin breaks your fellowship with God! The Bible could not be more clear.

1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 (New Century Version) God wants you to be holy and to stay away from
sexual sins. He wants each of you to learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and
honorable. Don't use your body for sexual sin like the people who do not know God.

God wants you to be holy - God wants you to put him first, to have a close relationship with you
and premarital sex alienates you from God. Sin separates us from a relationship to God.

Isaiah 59:12 (The Living Bible) For your sins keep piling up before the righteous God and testify
against you. Yes, we know what sinners we are.

-9-
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Sin separates. That is the nature of sin. Sin separates us from God and separates us from one
another. That is why premarital sex alienates instead of endears. The difference is that in
marriage sex endears, but outside of marriage it alienates.

When we sin, we put into motion a natural progression of rebellion. After sin is guilt, then
hardness of heart, and then desertion.

People probably do not get involved sexually thinking about being disconnected in their fellowship
with God and running the risk of desertion. But God has spoken clearly on this matter. If one’s
fellowship with God matters, he or she should know that sex outside of marriage alienates one
from God. God emphatically warns - don’t go there. Wait until marriage.

Relational Consequences

Sex before marriage clouds your judgment. People involved sexually outside of marriage may
ask, “Is this person really in love with me, or is he or she in love with the exhilaration of sex with
me?” When people are prematurely bonded - judgment is clouded.

Sex before marriage stunts the growth of the relationship. Sex refocuses the relationship on
the wrong thing. We do not date to mate, but we date to find a mate. Courtship is intended to
develop communication patterns, learn to resolve conflicts and share dreams. As one man put it,
“You went to dessert first, but it spoiled your dinner.” Dinner is what you draw your strength from,
not the dessert.

One woman shared her story for the benefit of others. She wrote, “I met a man who became my
best friend and a real support system. We dated for a few months and developed a strong love
for each other. We talked of marriage and spent every possible moment together. 1 felt this must
be “God’s reward.” But the learning about each other became clouded when we allowed our
passions to lead to sex. | had an empty hole inside of me that | was trying to fill and this
relationship seemed to be the answer. Although we had known each other for months, we had
replaced learning about one another with passion. And the passion did not satisfy. It craved for
more, it became obsessive, taking over the relationship, crowding out conversation,
communication and other activities. Then one day, it all went away.”

Sex should only be experienced in the context of oneness. Experienced any other way it can
cause major damage. That’s why living together before marriage is often disastrous.

Genesis 2:24-25 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
they will become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

The passage shows that intimacy is for exclusive (leave) and permanent (cleave) relationships
only. People who are ready to be married have an exclusive relationship that is NOT YET
permanent. Therefore, it is NOT YET time to live together and enjoy the fullness of marital love.

It is in the context of commitment that married people are meant to experience this powerful
oneness of sexual intimacy and living together. The following letter was written by a woman who
lived with a man for six and one half years before marrying him. Now three years into their
marriage she wrote:

-10 -
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It's a lot different being married than living together. And | am glad that the distinction has been
so clear cut for me. When we lived together, we were committed as long as we were in love, but
now we are in love because we are committed. This is a real difference. Our lives are not
perfect, many of our marital problems are a clear result, it seems to me, of our past lives together.
| wish we had never lived together. In our case we would have had greater respect for ourselves.
We would have learned to resolve disagreements and negotiate rather than the style we learned
of secretly evaluating each problem by asking the question, “Is this worth breaking up over.”
Thereby teaching us to deal with problems with bitter acquiescence or with stiff-necked
inflexibility, depending on our secret answer to the question. This ruins true trust and intimacy
and encouraged fantasies about living alone. Now we face problems and we know that the old
ways are inappropriate. We no longer have any substitutes and we no longer have the old
“breaking up” option as the escape route.

Not doubt some might argue, “I have had a long-standing relationship with someone that is
exclusive, but not permanent and | don’t have any guilt or shame.” Lewis Smedes has an
appropriate answer to such a person. There are only two situations where people feel no shame.
The first is the state of wholeness; the other is the state of illusion.

Sex before marriage undermines the relationship. You will breed mistrust. Trust is the only
thing you have to build a relationship on. Without trust, relationships die for lack of soil in which to
grow.

Consider this question. If he or she did not live by the moral code he (or she) said he believed
before we married, how am | to think that he (or she) will live according to that moral code after
marriage?

Sex before marriage defiles the marriage bed. Hebrews 13:4 Marriage should be honored by
all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.

It's not just married people who keep the marriage bed pure. You decide to keep the marriage
bed pure when you are single. On the wedding night, a couple will take all of their partners to be
with them.

When God gives you a husband or wife to love for a lifetime you don’t want to hurt them or
diminish your love life by taking others from your past into your marriage bed.

Physical Consequences

1 Corinthians 6:18-19 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body,
but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

43 million Americans have incurable sexually transmitted diseases.
12 million Americans will contract an incurable sexual disease this year.
HIV virus is 150 times small than human sperm.

One million unintended pregnancies this year, most of which will end in abortion. When you get
pregnant, your life has changed forever. Even if you have an abortion, you will live with the
gnawing pain and guilt of such an expedient act.
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With permission, | share a letter | received when a CCCC church member heard | was doing this
message.

Testimony

Not too long after coming out of an abusive marriage, | met an individual who became the “love of
my life”; “my all in all.” We shared our dreams, our hopes, and our aspirations. Everything was
perfect. But after several months, we allowed our affections to slip into sin. That’'s when the
relationship stopped growing, when confused feelings and doubts set in. We stepped out of the
“safe zone” when we stepped into sex without the commitment of a marriage. | lost my sense of

peace and realized that in my rebellious state, God was very far away and | was all alone.

Instead of developing abiding love, | spent two years in an anguished roller coaster affair of
alternating closeness and distance but never in commitment. My choice to participate in sex
outside of marriage meant excruciating pain and heartache. Without commitment, | was
vulnerable and insecure and lost the confidence to be myself. The relationship died when we
realized we had a bag of emotions and passions, but nothing to build a permanent relationship
on.

Our breakup was the most painful experience of my life. All that | had hoped and dreamed for,
the very reason for clinging so long to this relationship was shattered and my heart with it - blown
away like the wind. All that time, all that energy for nothing.

God has a better plan. Choose to wait.
Sex is powerful. Powerful for good. Powerful for evil.
Some think, I will not suffer the consequences.

The writer of proverbs asks, can you hold fire against your chest and not get burned. Superman
or superwoman, you will get burned.

Josh McDowell - story of two-year-old with Butcher knife from the dishwasher. If | pull it from his
hands it will hurt him. Junior, please give daddy the knife. One day daddy will teach you. The
day will come when | will give you the knife, it's a good gift then, it is dangerous today.

God says to singles, today is not the day. You will hurt yourself. But | will give you a good gift.

Power - Accept Jesus Christ
Promise - Vow to Wait to Marriage
Principles - Follow Guidelines to Purity

Some of you have already crossed the line. God is full of compassion and he will restore you. He
is a redeeming God. That means he buys us from the sin that abuses us and restores freedom
and wholeness to us. That is what he was doing through the cross of Jesus.

Psalm 51:8-16 And after you have punished me, give me back my joy again. Don't keep looking
at my sins--erase them from your sight. Create in me a new, clean heart, O God, filled with clean
thoughts and right desires. Don't toss me aside, banished forever from your presence. Don't take
your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me again the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to
obey you. Then I will teach your ways to other sinners, and they--guilty like me--will repent and
return to you. Don't sentence me to death. O my God, you alone can rescue me. Then | will sing
of your forgiveness, for my lips will be unsealed--oh, how | will praise you. You don't want
penance; if you did, how gladly | would do it! You aren't interested in offerings burned before you
on the altar. It is a broken spirit you want--remorse and penitence. A broken and a contrite heart,
O God, you will not ignore.
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